
Often in the top echelons of their chosen fields,

Muslim Achievers set ambitious goals and work

tirelessly to achieve them. Their goals are molded

by a desire to benefit the community and to serve

a greater good, rather than to solely seek personal

achievement. For these reasons, a Muslim

Achiever is held up as a person to emulate.

The Muslim Achiever Award was

instituted by CIOGC to spotlight these

special people and to highlight them

and their work to Chicago area

Muslims and the greater Chicago

community. Through such

recognition, we hope to further the

pursuit of excellence in our

community and to raise awareness of

how Muslims contribute to the well-

being of our society.

The selection for the award is based upon

assessments of the contribution made in the

fields of academia, business/finance,

engineering, journalism, law/law enforcement,

medicine, public service, science, or sports. The

winner is announced at the Annual Gala. 

For more information on nomination criteria 

and to view the list of winners visit

ciogc.org/Muslim-Achievers.

www.ciogc.org

“If my mind can

conceive it, and my

heart can believe it,

then I can achieve it.”

Muhammad Ali

https://www.azquotes.com/author/7617-Michael_Jordan


Sameer Vohra, MD, JD, MA, was appointed as the director of

the Illinois Department of Public Health, effective August 1,

2022, by Governor JB Pritzker. Dr. Vohra is a general

pediatrician who holds degrees in law and public policy. He is

a cross-disciplinary leader in state and national health policy

formulation, and his recent focus has been on improving

health outcomes in Central and Southern Illinois. Prior to his

appointment, Dr. Vohra was the Founding Chair of the

Department of Population Science and Policy, a practicing

primary care pediatrician, and an Associate Professor of

Pediatrics, Public Health, Medical Humanities, and Law at the

Southern Illinois University – School of Medicine (SIU-SOM)

in Springfield, Illinois. A graduate of the University of

Chicago, where he earned a Master of Arts in public policy,

Dr. Vohra completed his medical residency in pediatrics at the

University of Chicago. He holds a medical doctorate from SIU-

SOM; a juris doctorate from SIU School of Law graduating

first in his class; and a Bachelor of Arts in political science and

science in human culture with honors from Northwestern

University. Dr. Vohra previously served on the Illinois State

Board of Health, the Illinois Medicaid Advisory Committee,

the Governor’s Rural Affairs Council, the Illinois COVID-19

Response Fund Steering Committee as well as national

committees for the American Academy of Pediatrics, the

Association of American Medical Colleges, the American

Medical Association, and on the Board of Trustees for the

Illinois State Medical Society and Chicago Medical Society. 

Dr. Vohra has received numerous honors including a United

States Fulbright Scholarship to India in 2009, an American

Medical Association Foundation’s Excellence in Medicine

Leadership Award in 2014, was named an Edgar Fellow in 2016

as one of 40 emerging political and policy leaders in Illinois,

was awarded the Friend of Education by the Illinois Education

Association in 2018, and named to the first ever 40 under 40

list in public health by the de Beaumont Foundation. In 2020,

he was named a Presidential Leadership Scholar, chosen by

the George W. Bush Presidential Center, the Clinton

Presidential Center, the George and Barbara Bush Foundation,

and the LBJ Foundation.

Dr. Vohra enjoys spending time with his talented wife and two

amazing daughters. They enjoy reading, watching movies,

traveling, and rooting for their beloved Chicago sports teams.

www.ciogc.org
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During her 20+ year civil rights career, Naheed Qureshi

developed deep expertise in public policy. In 2021, President

Joseph P. Biden appointed Naheed to the President's Advisory

Commission on Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and

Pacific Islanders.

Naheed was a co-founder and later deputy director of Muslim

Advocates, a national civil rights advocacy organization where

she managed large coalitions fighting bigotry targeting

communities of color, including the Muslim ban, as well as

hate crimes, online hate, and other forms of discrimination.

After 9/11 Naheed was recruited to join the U.S. Department of

Justice Civil Rights Division and later the U.S. Department of

Homeland Security. She joined the Justice Department

through the Attorney General’s Honors Program. She also

worked for the City of Los Angeles Department and the ACLU.

Naheed currently serves as Head of Policy Partnerships at

Instacart. 

www.ciogc.org
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Hussain serves as principal advisor to the Secretary and

advisor to the President on religious freedom conditions and

policy. He leads the Department’s efforts to monitor religious

freedom abuses, persecution, and discrimination worldwide.

He also oversees policies and programs to address these

concerns and works to build diverse and dynamic partnerships

with the broadest range of civil society, with equitable and

meaningful inclusion of faith actors globally.

Prior to this appointment, Hussain was Director at the

National Security Council’s Partnerships and Global

Engagement Directorate. From 2015 to 2021, he served as

Senior Counsel at the Department of Justice’s National

Security Division.

President Obama appointed Hussain to serve as his Special

Envoy to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), U.S.

Special Envoy for Strategic Counterterrorism

Communications, and Deputy Associate White House

Counsel. In his roles as envoy, Hussain advised on foreign

policy issues and worked with multilateral organizations to

expand partnerships in education, entrepreneurship, health,

international security, science and technology, and other

areas. He also spearheaded efforts on countering antisemitism

and protecting Christians and other religious minorities in

Muslim-majority countries.

Hussain has worked on the House Judiciary Committee, has

served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Damon Keith

on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and was an

associate counsel to the Obama-Biden Transition Project.

He received his J.D. from Yale Law School, where he served as

an editor of the Yale Law Journal and Master’s degrees in

Public Administration and Arabic and Islamic Studies from

Harvard University. Hussain holds Bachelor’s degrees in

Political Science and Philosophy from UNC – Chapel Hill. He

has also taught as adjunct professor of law at Georgetown

University Law Center and the Georgetown School of Foreign

Service. A Texas native, Hussain is an avid basketball fan and

youth sports coach.

www.ciogc.org
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The 2022 Winner of the Dr. Bambade Shakoor-Abdullah

Award for Civic Engagement is Fatima Abu-Eid.

Sister Abu-Eid is the founder of Sanad Community Services

and Sanad Food Pantry. 

Honored in 2021 by the City of Chicago as the Chicago

Woman of the Year for Human Services, Sister Abu-Eid has

worked tirelessly in service to people in need for the last 32

years, She is recognized as the anchor for human services for

the southwest side of Chicago, Illinois. 

Like Dr. Shakoor-Abdullah, the yearning of Fatima to serve

the community drew her into the civic arena.Located on west

63rd Street in Chicago, Sanad was situated in a neighborhood

experiencing racial and ethnic change. European ethnic

communities in this neighborhood were witnessing an influx

of Arab, Latino and black residents, each group holding on to

its culture.

Sister Abu-Eid combated feelings of suspicion and mistrust

through services that met people’s needs.Programming on

racial profiling, the meaning of Ramadan, Cinco de Mayo,

domestic violence, stroke prevention, and Alzheimer’s

awareness.She formed the International Human Relations

Council to provide a platform for residents to address

problems they faced as a neighborhood. Through the IHRC

city officials and local community leaders have collaborated

on issues such as crime prevention, healthcare.

Fatima Abu-Eid exemplifies the civic leadership that this

prestigious award advances.

www.ciogc.org
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