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Assalaam Alaikum 

Council of Islamic Organization of Greater Chicago’s (CIOGC) Civic
Engagement Committee would like to present this year’s quarterly report
to you all. We like to share with you our new initiatives, our
accomplishments, and our future plans in this report. We are confident
that you will take pride in your Council’s work done this year so far, and
will thoroughly enjoy reading this report as much as we enjoyed putting
this together.

Through its member organizations, CIOGC assumes a greater
responsibility in the civic space. We like to share what we have achieved
together with you in the civic space and at the same time share what we
plan for the rest of the year. 

Here are few projects that are described in this Civic Engagement
quarterly report 

1.   GOTV

2.   2021 Congressional Town Hall Series 

3.   IMAD

4.   2021 Congressional Advocacy Series

5.   Meeting dates

6.   Miscellaneous:

      Policy for 501-C3 organization

AN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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On January 20, 2021 with the inauguration of the 46th US President Joe
Biden came the rescind of the ‘Muslim Ban Act’.

The Council of Islamic Organization of Greater Chicago being a federation
of 64 Muslim based organizations across the Chicagoland, with a robust
membership that brings together over 400,000 Muslim Americans in the
greater Chicago region released a statement via Press Release. CIOGC’s
Executive Director, Br. Abdullah Mitchell did a press release in recognition
of the revoking of the Muslim Ban Act. The Press Release was as follows

CIOGC Press Release By Br. Abdullah Mitchell, Executive Director

On January 21, 2020, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. issued a proclamation revoking the
Muslim Ban. With the stroke of his pen, President Biden ended four years of anguish for
many Muslim families in the United States. 

Four different executive orders and presential proclamations issued between January
2017 and as recent as January 2000, formed the foundation of the Trump
administration’s “Muslim Ban”. For the past four years these presidential actions
separated husbands from wives, parents from children, and brothers from sisters
throughout the United States. These policies are an affront to the principles of equality
and fairness that form the bedrock of this nation.  

We thank President Biden for his swift action to end sanctioned discrimination against
the Muslims, ending a dark time for the Muslim community.

More importantly, it is a joyous time for thousands of Muslim families, and it is a day of
celebration for Muslims throughout the United States.

We must remember that history forgotten is history repeated.  We must not forget the
Muslim Ban, and we must remain vigilant in opposing similar policies directed at any
group in our nation.

We are enclosing a copy of President’s Biden Proclamation ending the Muslim Ban. Keep
it as a memento of the struggle and as a reminder that truth prevails over falsehood. 

JANUARY
2021
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The ABC News channel interviewed our CIOGC Board Member Sr.
Suzanne Akhras on how the ban affected the Muslims throughout
United States. You can watch the interview clip here by clicking on the
following link here: 

Our Civic Engagement Chairperson, Dr. Saba Khan was interviewed by the
Chicago Tribune newspaper. The article spoke about how American
Muslims are reacting to the rescind of the ban. You can find the entire
article by clicking this link here:
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CIOGC Civic Engagement Team kicked off the 2021 Congressional
Advocacy Program. 

This program is geared towards educating & empowering our community
with Advocacy tools. 

2021 Congressional Advocacy Program is focused on educating our
community on what works and how can one get involved. This program is
also focused on providing tools and training to our masjids so they can be
proactive and engaged in different Advocacy issues that relates to them &
their community.

As a part of this program, we partnered with Poligon Institute that works
on amplifying American Muslim voices in Congress. We held a webinar on
February 6, 2021 with Poligon. Our invited guests for this webinar were
Illinois District 14- Representative, Congresswoman Lauren Underwood,
Chief of District Affairs of Illinois- Ms.Shaadin Maali, and Poligon
representative Ms. Johanna Mustufa- Policy & Advocacy Manager and Ms.
Karimah Whitaker - Communications specialist.

The Poligon Representatives provided a stellar training program in the
Advocacy series. The title of the webinar was “Learn About The Change
You Voted For” The session was very well attended. If you like to watch
the training video, please click on this link here to watch the training
webinar here: 

We also recorded a special message from Illinois District 14-
Representative Congresswoman Lauren Underwood that can be found
here at this link: 

Chief of District Affairs of Illinois- Ms.Shaadin Maali presented an
interesting story during her talk at the webinar, on how and why she got
involved. You can listen to her story here, by clicking on this link here:

2021 Congressional Advocacy SeriesFEBRUARY
2021
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Some of our future programs in this series are planned in collaboration
with following institutes and are as follows, so please mark your
calendars for it: 

April 11, 2021 (tentative date)
League of Women’s Voters (LWV) 
Titled: “Now What After Elections!” 

July 11, 2021
Institute of Social Policy & Understanding (ISPU) 
Titled: “American Muslim Policy Priorities”

November- Poligon (TBD) 
Titled: “Policy making at 117th Congress”

As a part of our 2021 Congressional Advocacy Series we will be releasing
a tool kit and here we have these two documents that we take immense
pleasure in sharing with you as our member organizations.

 
 
Build Your Advocacy Series

 
Know Your Policy Makers
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CIOGC Civic Engagement team successfully kicked off the “Get Out The
Vote” GOTV campaign in month of March 2021. With local elections in
April, it was important to educate the community on why these elections
are so important, and what would their vote mean for it. 

While we were busy putting our resources together for the GOTV
campaign, a very unfortunate event happened on March 16, 2021 in
Atlanta, Georgia. CIOGC condemns such acts of racism and bigotry. A
social media campaign was initiated to condemn this horrific incident.

A press release was sent out by our Executive Director, Br. Abdullah
Mitchell (as attached below)

“CIOGC, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SAYS FALSE NARRATIVES DURING THE
PANDEMIC TO BLAME FOR ASIAN AMERICAN VIOLENT HATE CRIMES.”

SUPPORTS #STOPASIANHATE SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN

CIOGC SAYS THE ORGANIZATION STANDS IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE ASIAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITY, THIS IS VERY ALARMING AND OUR MESSAGING IS
TO BE VIGILANT FOR ONE AND ANOTHER AT THIS TIME.

[CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, MARCH 2021] CIOGC’s Abdullah Mitchell, executive
director says CIOGC categorically condemns the random targeting and murder
of eight Asian Americans which took place Tuesday, March 17th, 2021 in
Acworth, Georgia. “We empathize with the families of the victims and pray that
are granted peace and comfort during this time of loss,” Mitchell states. CIOGC
is a representative body consisting of many members of Asian descent.

According to Stop AAPI (Asian American Pacific Islander) Hate, the group
reports nearly 3,800 anti-Asian racist incidents over the past year. “This must
stop! People of faith must come together to denounce all forms of hate speech
and racially motivated acts of violence, says Mitchell.

CIOGC is now launching a social media campaign, #STOPASIANHATE, and will
be working with local community leaders and officials to be vigilant with the
Asian American community at this time.

CIOGC is Chicago’s only council representing Chicagoland’s mosques
established in 1992. Chicago’s leading organization bringing Chicago’s Muslim
voices to the forefront for 29 years. Servicing the community at large.

MARCH
2021
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While we gathered courage to move forward another unfortunate shooting
event at Bolder, Colorado occurred on March 22, 2021. CIOGC condemned
this act and Br. Abdullah Mitchell sent out this powerful Press Release
condemning this act of violence. The Press Release was as follows: 
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To understand the power of voting
To raise awareness of the importance of voting in the local elections 
To increase the engagement of Muslims in civic arena
To increase the awareness of the role of CIOGC in our community.
To build a database of Muslims and Muslim supporters.
To identify issues of importance for Muslims 

Our goal with GOTV was to educate, engage and empower the Muslim
community as voters and as participants in federal, state and local
government. Our GOTV plan had several objectives: 

There were abundant resources that were provided by CIOGC during the
GOTV campaign to its individual member organizations. Members were
encouraged to use the resources and distribute it at their individual
community centers by adding their respective logos on the material.
Members were encouraged to distribute the educational material through
their communication team at their centers. Some of the materials were
series of information on voter registration sites, polling sites for five
counties- Cook, DuPage, Will, McHenry, & Lake County. The important
dates & deadlines were also distributed.

GET OUT
THE VOTE

2021

Voter
Education
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Voted! The Faheem family at the 
Will County Clerks office.
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MASJID

MCC

MEC

ICCD

ICW

MECCA

ICN

IFN

TOTAL 7 MASAJIDS

In order to increase the awareness and make people realize the
importance of local elections, CIOGC hosted voting registration drives at
several masjids. Informational booths were hosted outside the masjid
area. Information on where to register, where to go for early voting,
address for polling stations were explained and distributed. Assistance
was provided to people who were not registered voters. On-site
registration was done for people that needed assistance in it.

Active Outreach (from March 1- March 31, 2021)

APROX. PEOPLE REACHED

200

200

900

100

400

300

300

TOTAL 2400

FREQUENCY

6

6

5

14

45

Voter's
Registration

Drive

Passive Outreach (from March 1- March 31, 2021)

NO. OF JUMMAHS

2

2

3

1

2

3

2

TOTAL 15

NEWSLETTER

EMAIL BLAST

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

WHATSAPP

OUTREACH

9000

1800

3326

1015

700

Voter Registration Drive at MEC Morton Grove.
Great to see the youth involved

Our member MECCA center ready for the Voter
Registration Drive!



CIOGC prepared & delivered scripts on Importance of Local Elections,
encouraging people to vote. The scripts were shared with the member
organizations so it can be read during Jumma announcements. 

CIOGC’c Civic Engagement Co-Chair got his vote
out!! Br. Shafeek Abubaker (ICN) with his wife
Sajla at the polling station, Early Voting!

CIOGC Board member, Dr. Saba Khan with her
husband Mazhar Khan- Early Voting at Niles
Community Center

Jumma
Khutbah

Scripts
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ICN President, ex president and ICN CEC Chair at
the CIOGC/ICN Voters Registration Drive

Meet our CIOGC chair in action at his masjid IFN-
Br. Irshad Khan



Our get-out-the-vote efforts also included phone banking training. CIOGC
hosted a virtual phone banking training on March 17, 2021 that was very
well attended by volunteers from different organizations. These
volunteers had deep interest in going back to their organization and
providing the same training to the volunteers there, with a goal of doing
phone banking at their organization. This virtual training was attended by
twenty volunteers. Few of these volunteers were high school & college
going students. These students were provided with community hours for
this training. 

Phone
banking
Training
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CIOGC recognizes that there is a crucial need for more poll
watchers/workers every year. Poll workers are paid to manage the
precinct polling place and assist voters. Any U.S. citizen aged 16 or older
may serve as a poll watcher with the appropriate training. Poll worker is a
paid position, and they can serve as an election worker during Early Voting
or on the Election Day. 

With that in mind, CIOGC hosted a Poll Watcher training in collaboration
with DuPage County National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) on March 18, 2021. 

We had 28 attendees during this webinar who were virtually trained by Mr.
Patrick Watson from NAACP.

Poll watcher
Training 
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Election
Count down
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Monthly Series This year CIOGC has initiated a monthly Congressional
Town Hall series. The goal of this series is to have an open dialogue
between a district’s elected Congressman/woman and its constituency.
During these monthly Town hall meetings, we will be inviting one
Congressman/woman and will be discussing the issues that affect the
community directly. We will also take an opportunity to learn more about
the Congressman/woman’s agenda, projects that they are currently
working on. Legislative bills that they are supporting, any
internship/fellowship programs where our community can partner with
their office. 

Our very first Town hall meeting of this series was on March 21, 2021 with
District 9 IL-rep Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky was invited. During this
session we discussed a list of important bills & its future with the
Congresswoman. If you have missed this session, we encourage you to
take a listen by clicking on the following link here: 

2021
Congressional

Town Hall
Series
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For the following months, we are in touch with few other District
representatives and waiting on their confirmation. As of now, we have two
confirmations, and we like you to mark your calendars for these dates: 
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IMAD is planned as a virtual event this year. We are currently working
on the list of legislative bills that we plan to take to the Springfield on
the IMAD i.e., the May 19, 2021.

Since May 19 is also Illinois Malcolm X day, as a part of IMAD the Civic
Engagement Committee will be working with Anti-Racism Taskforce to
highlight Malcolm X Day as part of the IMAD program. The Civic
engagement team will be presenting a video clip to the legislators at
Springfield with a story on CIOGC’s role in resolution passing of Illinois
Malcolm X Day. 

With the help of our Civic Engagement Committee Member - Mr. Faiyaz
Hussain, CIOGC drafted a document that can help & guide the non-for-
profit organizations/ masjids in their civic engagement related
activities. 

This policy provides insights into what is/is not permissible for a
501(c) (3) organization to do in the civic engagement arena. To adopt,
each member entity simply needs to change the word 'mosque'
throughout the document and replace it with your
masjid's/organization's name that is the adopting organization. Also,
the expectation is that each individual serving on the civic engagement
committee of the mosque/entity shall read this policy and then sign the
disclaimer at the bottom that they understand the general rules.

This policy is not full proof and not something CIOGC or other mosques
must put in place but is a best practice so to speak (to educate
everyone on the rules and also potentially limit some liability that might
arise in case individuals do not follow the rules set forth therein)

This proposed policy is not to be construed as legal advice per se.
Instead, it can be used as an internal supplemental document/policy
adopted as an internal reference document (and signed by those who
are serving on masjid leadership and serving on CE committees so we
all collectively are aware of the do's and the don'ts).

Illinois
Muslim

Action Day
(IMAD)

Policy Drafted
for Member

Organizations

Policy 
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Civic
Engagement

Committee

Dr. Saba Khan (Chairperson)

Br. Shafeek Abu Bakr (Co- Chair)

Br. Abdullah Mitchell

Br. Maqsood Quadri

Br. Irshad Khan

Sr. Nida Sahouri

Sr. Zahra Antar

Br. Imam Charles Muhammad

Sr. Sahira Sadiq

Br. Amir Alavi

CIOGC’s Civic Engagement Committee meets every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month at 7pm. We encourage each member
organization to have their Civic Engagement Representative to
participate in these meetings, share their activities and be a part
of the team. 

The Civic Engagement Team held its first of 2021 meeting with
masjid’s civic engagement representative on February 25, 2021.
Our next quarterly meeting with all representatives is planned
for month of May, right after Ramdhan. Stay tuned for more info.
In the meantime, if you like to join our biweekly meetings please
email Br. Abdullah Mitchell at abdullah@ciogc.org

Civic
Engagement

Meetings
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