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Save the Date for CIOGC's 
23rd Annual CommUnity 

Dinner - Sunday, November 
15 at Drury Lane in 
Oakbrook Terrace! Join us 
and your community for 
our biggest event of the 
year and stay tuned for 
ticket information and our 
speaker announcement!

Sponsorships: For 
information about 
sponsorship opportunities, 
please see our 2015 
Sponsorship Package at 
www.ciogc.org or call 312-
506-0070. 

 Volunteers: Volunteers for 

our Annual Dinner receive 
a free ticket to the event, 
tabled seating, and the 
opportunity to serve the 
greater Chicagoland Muslim 
community.

Volunteers work in 
four areas: Welcoming, 
Registration, Ushering, and 
Babysitting. All volunteers 
are required to attend a 
volunteer training previous 
to the Annual Dinner and 
must be able to attend 
a training recap on the 
day of the event. If you’re 
interested in becoming a 
volunteer please contact us 
at volunteer@ciogc.org.♦

I t looked like a sea 
of blue," one brother 

commented looking at the 
vast number of Muslims 
participating in the march 
and wearing CIOGC supplied 
blue t-shirts. The Muslim 
presence at the rally 
was impressive, indeed, 
alhamdulillah, and showed 
how important the cause 
of saving Black lives was 
to Muslims. CIOGC and the 
greater Chicago Muslim 
community joined a mass 
march and rally on Saturday, 
August 29th, from Chicago's 
Federal Building to City Hall, 
to demand that City Council 
enact legislation to create 
an elected, civilian police 
accountability council.

The event was organized 
by the Chicago Alliance 
Against Racist and Political 
Repression and supported 
by unions, churches, 
community organizations, 
and faith leaders. This 
march coincides with 

the #BlackLivesMatter 
movement and the teachings 
of the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) who 
used coalition building as a 
major strategy in his efforts 
for peace.

Several CIOGC member 
organizations were among 
the groups who came from 
across Chicagoland to 
demand a civilian-led police 
accountability council and 
express their solidarity with 
those who have unjustly 
lost their lives to police 
misconduct. Among the 

CIOGC member groups in 
attendance were American 
Muslims for Palestine (AMP), 
Dar-us-Sunnah Masjid, 
Downtown Islamic Center 
(DIC), the Islamic Circle of 
North America (ICNA), the 
Inner-City Muslim Action 
Network (IMAN), the Islamic 
Community Center of Des 
Plaines, Islamic Foundation 
North, Masjid Al Farooq, 
Mosque Foundation, Muslim 
Community Center (MCC), 
and the Muslim Educational 
and Cultural Center of 
America (MECCA).

Continued on page 5

Save the Date for CIOGC's 23rd 
Annual CommUnity Dinner - 
November 15

CIOGC participates in Black Lives Matter march 
to demand police accountability
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The ISNA Convention in 
Chicago will host tens 

of thousands of Muslims 
from across the US, dozens 
of top-level scholars, a 
1,000+ booth bazaar, 
a young Muslims Quran 
recitation competition, 
basketball tournament and 
many more programs and 
attractions. Registration 
is available at your local 
masjid at a 20% discount.

CIOGC has extended its 

cooperation in many ways, 
and is directly involved in 
the following events:

• Friday at 3 pm: 
CIOGC Chairman Dr. 
Mohammed Kaiseruddin 
will welcome the 
guests at the inaugural 
session.

• Friday at 4:15 pm, 
CIOGC Executive 
Director Tabassum 
Haleem will moderate 
the main session.

• Saturday at 1:00 pm, 
Community Service 
Recognition Luncheon 
(CSRL) – an opportunity 
for you to support ISNA

• Saturday at 4:45 pm, 
Parallel session on 
Preventing Sexual Abuse

• Sunday at 3:00 pm, US 
Regional Councils 

• Sunday at 5:00 pm,
      Interfaith Unity Dinner

For more information, visit 
www.isna.net♦

CIOGC at the ISNA Convention, Sep. 4-7



Muslim leaders and 
environmental activists from 

around the world gathered together 
in Istanbul for a symposium on 
Global Climate change.  Included 
among the scores of Muslims in 
the gathering were scholars like 
Professor Syed Hussein Nasr of 
George Town University, top UN 
officials like Ibrahim Thiaw, the 
Assistant UN Secretary General, 
and activists like Nana Firman, 
Fellow at GreenFaith and Member 
of Green Masajid Task Group of 
(ISNA).  The declaration issued 
from the symposium can be read at 
http://islamicclimatedeclaration.
org/islamic-declaration-on-global-
climate-change/.  I am pleased to 
provide some highlights here.

“Our planet has existed for billions 
of years and climate change in itself 
is not new. The earth’s climate 
has gone through phases wet and 
dry, cold and warm, in response to 
many natural factors. Most of these 
changes have been gradual, so that 
the forms and communities of life 
have adjusted accordingly. There 
have been catastrophic climate 
changes that brought about mass 
extinctions, but over time, life 
adjusted even to these impacts, 
flowering anew in the emergence of 
balanced ecosystems such as those 
we treasure today. Climate change 
in the past was also instrumental in 
laying down immense stores of fossil 
fuels from which we derive benefits 
today. Ironically, our unwise and 
short-sighted use of these resources 
is now resulting in the destruction of 
the very conditions that have made 
our life on earth possible.”

In several places in the Quran, God 
tells us of the bounties He has 
provided on earth for our use and 
tells us to “eat and drink but not 
waste.”  The Quran also warns of 

dire consequences, “Corruption doth 
appear on land and sea because 
of (the evil) which men's hands 
have done, that He may make them 
taste a part of that which they have 
done, in order that they may return.” 
[30:41]

“Our species, though selected to be 
a caretaker or steward (khalifah) on 
the earth, has been the cause of 
such corruption and devastation on 
it that we are in danger ending life 
as we know it on our planet. What 
will future generations say of us, who 
leave them a degraded planet as our 
legacy? How will we face our Lord 
and Creator?

The Declaration affirms “our 
responsibility as Muslims is to act 
according to the example of the 
Prophet Muhammad (S) who –
•Established inviolable zones 
(harams) around Makkah and Al-
Madinah, within which native plants 
may not be felled or cut and wild 
animals may not be hunted or 
disturbed;
•Established protected areas 
(himas) for the conservation and 
sustainable use of rangelands, plant 
cover and wildlife.
•Lived a frugal life, free of excess, 
waste, and ostentation;
•Renewed and recycled his meager 
possessions by repairing or giving 
them away;
•Ate simple, healthy food, which only 
occasionally included meat”

CIOGC heed the call of our 
responsibility as Muslims to be 
active stewards of the planet 
and encourages its member 
organizations to follow suit in 
working towards creating more green 
and sustainable communities right 
here in Chicagoland and across the 
world.♦ 
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Islamic Declaration on 
Global Climate Change

A MESSAGE FROM THE CIOGC CHAIRMAN

By Dr. Mohammed Kaiseruddin
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"Assuredly the creation of  the 
heavens and the earth is greater than 
the creation of  mankind; but most 

of  mankind know not. "
[Quran 40:57]
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INTERN WITH CIOGCLike us on Facebook!

Follow us on Twitter!

 facebook.com/ciogc

twitter.com/ciogc For more information about these opportunities and how to apply, please visit 
CIOGC’s Intern page at www.ciogc.org. 

Gain valuable hand-ons experience in civic 
engagement, media, and youth leadership

An invigorating session 
of CIOGC Jewish-Mus-

lim Scholars Dialogue 
(JMSD) was held on the 
evening of August 18 at the 
American Islamic College 
(AIC).

In attendance were four 
rabbis, one Jewish scholar 
and seven Muslim schol-
ars who spoke about ritual 
practices and their rela-
tionships with spirituality, 
repentance and self-de-
velopment in their respec-
tive faiths. Rabbi Michael 
Balinsky was among the 
presenters who discussed 
the Jewish laws on repen-
tance from the Maimonides 
and specific prayers used 

during Jewish High Holidays 
for self-reflection. Professor 
Inamul Haq presented the 
Muslim perspective based 
on the Hadith of Jibreel 
and the spiritual sense of 
worshiping Allah (swt) as 
if you are seeing Him in all 
Islamic ritual practices.

This event was the first of a 
series of continuing dia-
logue between CIOGC and 
the Chicago Board of Rab-
bis. Meetings are sched-
uled on a bimonthly sched-
ule with the aim to develop 
better understanding and 
long-term relationship be-
tween the two communities 
to learn from each other's 
experiences.♦

I t was with great sad-
ness that several sup-

porters of Abdella Tounisi 
witnessed him pleading 
guilty to the charge of 
providing material support 
to al-Qaida on Tuesday, 
August 11. The second 
charge - mostly of giving 
false statements - was 
dropped by the govern-

ment in exchange. He 
faces up to 15 years in 
prison; the actual prison 
time is to be determined 
solely by the judge.

In a hearing that lasted 
about 40 minutes, the 
judge went through steps 
and questions methodi-
cally to make sure Abdella 
knew what he was doing 
and what exactly he was 
pleading guilty to. The 
choice to Abdella seemed 
to be to take this jail time 
rather than risk losing the 
trial and face even longer 
jail time.

Abdella was arrested in 
2013 at O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport. He has said 
now that he was going to 

Syria to join al-Qaida.

There have been newspa-
per accounts published 
in which Abdella has said 
he was motivated to go to 
help the desperate sit-
uation the Syrians were 
facing. He has had no 
criminal record. He does 
have a caring heart that 
motivates him to do what-
ever he can to help the 
needy. 

Unfortunately, the wrong 
choice he made not only 
prevented him from help-
ing those in need, but has 
caused him and his family 
so much suffering already.

May Allah swt help him, 
his family and the people 
whom he was trying to 
help.♦

First Jewish-Muslim Scholars 
Dialogue (JMSD) held

Abdella Tounisi pleads guilty

C IOGC and the Presbytery 
of Chicago held their third 

annual Muslim-Presbyterian 
Interfaith Dinner on August 
27 to honor Reverend Dr. Bob 
Reynolds, Executive Presbyter 
of Presbytery of Chicago, who 
will be retiring from his post. 
The event was convened at the 
Islamic Foundation in Villa Park, 
where attendees gathered to 
recognize Reynolds for his stellar 
accomplishments as an interfaith 
leader and contributions to 
both the interfaith and broader 
community. 

Leaders from the Muslim and 
Presbyterian community offered 
warm tributes to Reynolds; 
reflecting the impact the Reverend 
has had on the Muslim and 
Presbyterian community. Among 
the community members who gave 
homage to Reynolds included Dr. 
Shakir Moiduddin, Co-Chair of 
the CIOGC Interfaith Committee, 
Reverend Dr. Larry Greenfield - 
Executive Minister of the American 
Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago, 
Dr. Zaher Sahloul former Chairman 
of CIOGC and President of the 
Syrian American Medical Society, 
Reverend Dirk Ficca - Director 
of the Interreligious initiative for 
Middle East Peace of Chicago 
Presbytery, and Dr. Talal Sunbulli - 
former Chairman of CIOGC. 
Previous to serving as Executive 

Presbyter of the Chicago 
Presbytery, Reynolds maintained 
the position of Executive Presbyter 
from 1991-199 at the Presbytery 
of Giddings-Lovejoy in St. Louis, 
Missouri, the Associate Executive 
at the Six State Presbyterian 
Regional Office in Twin Cities, 
Minnesota from 1982-1991, and 
Pastor at five congregations in the 
Twin Cities and Wisconsin from 
1970-1982. 

Reynolds has also been part of 
the Council on Foreign Relations 
(NYC), the Council of Religious 
Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago, 
and the Greater Chicago Broadcast 
Ministries Board. Reynolds holds a 
Master of Divinity from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, a Doctor 
of Ministry from McCormick 
Theological Seminary, and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Macalester College. 

Reverend Reynolds will be truly 
missed as an active member of 
the interfaith community, however, 
through his legacy, he has inspired 
the interfaith community, and 
communities across the world to 
uphold their faith through God-
inspired action. 

The following are notes from 
Muslims and Presbyterians 
regarding the event:

"We celebrated how Allah has fed 
us from anxiety to abundance 
with leaders like Bob Reynolds." 
- Robert Cathey, McCormick 
Seminary

"This was a lovely evening of 
sharing, greeting friends and 
meeting new friends." - Mrs. 
Reynolds

"It was truly humbling to se see 
both communities celebrate 
years of engagement and trust 
together in an empowering and 
welcomning environment. I am 
very proud of both CIOGC and the 
Presbytery of Chicago." - Tahera 
Ahmad, Associate Chaplain and 
Director of Interfaith Engagement 
at Northwestern University

"Last night, the CIOGC honored the 
head of one of the most important 
Christian denominations, the 
Chicago Presbytery. The Rev. 
Robert Reynolds is a good friend 
of the Muslim community and a 
pillar for justice and fairness in 
the American religious landscape. 

Interfaith relations is not only 
about social justice and political 
alliances, but friendship and 
sharing the achievements of a 
person's life of piety, leadership, 
and virtues." - Azam Nizamuddin, 
CIOGC Interfaith Committee Co-
Chair

“As I think about the honor that 
Bob Reynolds received upon 
his retirement from the Muslim 
community of Chicago, I cannot 
imagine a more crowning honor 
than this.  I agree wholeheartedly 
with Dirk Ficca’s remarks, when 
he told Bob to look around the 
room in order to see some of his 
greatest work.  In the case of 
my own engagement in Muslim-
Presbyterian relationships, this 
certainly rings true:  I have always 
felt Bob’s strong support of our 
efforts to build close ties between 
our two religious communities.” 
- Joyce Shin, Associate Pastor at 
Fourth Presbyterian Church

See photos from this event at 
www.flickr.com/ciogc♦

 3rd Annual Muslim-Presbyterian Interfaith 
Dinner honors Dr. Rev. Bob Reynolds
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By Sh. Yousuf Abdullah, Mus-
lim Education Center

Hajj, or the pilgrimage to 
Makkah, is the 5th of 

the 5 pillars of Islam, which 
consummates the unique Is-
lamic obligatory rites and acts 
of worship. Of the five pillars, 
Hajj was the last religious cer-
emonial observance instituted 
in the 9th year of the Hijri 
calendar, two years before the 
death of the Prophet, may God 
bless him and have mercy on 
him.
 
Hajj is a combination of cer-
tain rites and rituals, which 
are both time specific (need-
ing to be performed in Dhul 
hijja) and location specific 
(must take place in Makkah.) A 
Muslim, possessing the means 
for travel, accommodation 
and food for the duration of 
the trip, must do so at least 
once in a lifetime. A Muslim 
embarks on such a journey 
irrespective of his ethnicity, 

language, heritage, race, and 
wealth status and converges 
with his brethren in faith in 
Makkah. Hajj is yet another 
symbolic testament of the au-
thenticity of the Islamic faith 
that such global human diver-
sity unpretentiously converges 
in one place, in the millions, 
with the only binding factor 
being, the unity of their faith.
 
The journey of pilgrimage to 
Makkah has no parallel in a 
Muslim’s life.  Unlike other 
human journeys which are 
undertaken to chase the mun-
dane pursuits of this life, such 
as vacations and visitations, 
Hajj distinguishes itself as a 
journey taken to get closer 
to the Divine. The pilgrimage 
to Makkah is emblematic of 
a Muslim embarking on an 
endeavor with the plainness 
of his clothes, the corporal 
humility, the purity and devout-
ness of his heart, the volun-
tary expenditure of personal 
wealth solely to unite with his 

ultimate Designer, Originator, 
and Creator. In this ephemeral 
life, this journey is the most 
symbolic representation of the 
proximity a servant achieves 
with his Creator.
 
Furthermore, Hajj is unique in 
comparison to its other sis-
ter rites and acts of worship. 
Traditional Muslim theologians 
characterized this distinction 
of the I’badaat, acts of wor-
ship, in the following way:

1) Acts that are physical in 
nature: the 5 daily prayers and 
fasting, which require bodily 
exertion or inaction.
2) Acts that are fiscal in na-
ture: alms giving, charitable 
contributions, and inheritance 
which require dispensation of 
money.

Hajj is unique because it is an 
embodiment of both, where 
one has to save and spend 
from his own personal money, 
and also physically perform 
the necessary rites of Hajj for 
it to be legally valid.

Hajj is about personifying 
with one’s body and soul the 
ritual acts that our patriarch 
Abraham, upon him peace, 
performed under the greatest 
Divine trials in human histo-
ry – the Divine command to 
sacrifice his own son. Not only 
did he unflinchingly proceed 
to carry out the Divine will, in 
doing so, Abraham displayed 
the pinnacle he had reached in 
his piety, devotion and convic-
tion of his faith in the Creator. 
In commemoration of the faith 
and sacrifice of Abraham, the 

Divine ordered all of mankind 
to revive this tradition.
 
Therefore, a person leaves 
his home in the same fash-
ion Abraham did: bearing the 
hardships of travel, doing 
Talbiya -- a unique chant said 
during Hajj proclaiming “God I 
am here at your service, there 
is no partner to You” -- ston-
ing the pillars the same way 
Abraham/Ismail stoned Satan 
and his deviant whispers, and 
running between Safa and 
Marwa the same way Abra-
ham’s wife Hagar did in des-
perate search of water for her 
new born. In doing all of this, 
the pilgrim declares with his 
body, soul, wealth and tongue 
that the person is in unison 
with Abraham and his family 
in his faith in the Divine and 
his willingness to please the 
Almighty with any self-sacrifice 
necessary.  
 
When a person circumambu-
lates the Ka’ba, it’s a gestur-
al pronouncement that they 
will make the Ka’ba, and in 
turn the Divine, the center of 
their thoughts and actions in 
their lives. Circumambulation, 
similar to the celestial bod-
ies revolving around the sun, 
also depicts that a person will 
traverse through the course 
of their lives in a systematic, 
structured, and orderly fash-
ion -- the enlightened path of 
Islam -- without ever deviating 
from it.
 
In short, the pilgrimage to 
Makkah is the source of the 
revival of one’s faith.  It is the 
reaffirmation of one’s devotion 

to the Divine will, the abnega-
tion of all foul behavior and 
obscenity, such as argumenta-
tions, vulgarities, profanities 
and acts of violence. It’s the 
conditioning of one’s self to in-
culcate noble characteristics, 
such as unselfishness, self-de-
nial, and altruism. Lastly, it is 
the fusion of the self with the 
larger community and Umma 
where one’s interests are ab-
sorbed in the interests of the 
rest and vice versa.
 
The true spirit of this journey 
is for the person to return com-
pletely awash with the spirit of 
Abraham’s faith, fortitude of 
his character, and his exempla-
ry life.  After Hajj, a pilgrim re-
turns with the mental resolve 
to completely transform his 
life, to give up bad habits and 
to lead a life solely to please 
the Divine. Such a transforma-
tion is aptly prophesized by our 
beloved prophet Muhammad, 
may God bless him and grant 
him peace, in his tradition, 
that a person who returns from 
Hajj is similar to a new born, 
with new orientation, ideals, 
objectives and direction in life, 
as well as a promise from the 
Divine for forgiveness of all 
past sins. 
 
The time of Hajj is import-
ant not only for those who 
are ready to embark on the 
journey but also for those who 
have already performed it and 
for those who are still awaiting 
the invitation.  As the famous 
Arabic proverb relates, “Before 
you visit Makkah, it beckons to 
you, when you leave it behind, 
it calls to you forever.”♦

The Essence of Hajj

C IOGC participated in an 
outdoor interfaith gather-

ing entitled “Prayers for Peace 
+ Reconciliation" on July 31 at 
Daley Plaza in response to the 
various acts of violence, ha-
tred and discrimination in our 
country and around the world. 
The event was organized by 
the Council of Religious Lead-
ers of Metropolitan Chicago 
(CRLMC). Bishop Demetrios of 
the Greek Orthodox Church of-
fered the vision for the event, 
people of diverse faiths united 
to offer prayers in light of the 
recent violence in Charleston 
and the many other acts of vio-
lence fueled by racial division.
Representing the Muslim com-
munity were Tabassum Hal-
eem, CIOGC Executive Director, 
and Tahera Ahmad, Associate 
Chaplain and Director of In-
terfaith Engagement at North-
western University.

Haleem presented an Islam-
ic invocation in which she 

praised the one and only Lord 
of the Universe for allowing 
people of different faiths to 
come together and stand for 
justice. "We are mindful, O the 
Merciful One, of Your immense 
capacity for mercy and your 
expectation of us to rise above 
our basic instincts for revenge 
and retribution, and prefer 
forgiveness and reconciliation 
instead," she said. "In com-
manding us to establish jus-
tice, You clearly state Your love 
for those who show mercy."

Haleem also quoted a couple 
fitting excerpts from the Holy 
Quran: “The recompense for 
an injury is an injury equal 
thereto (in degree) - but if a 
person forgives and makes 
reconciliation, his reward is 
due from God - for (God) loveth 
not those who do wrong." The 
second excerpt reads: “The 
good deed and the evil deed 
are not alike. Repel the evil 
deed with one which is better, 

then lo! He, between whom 
and thee there was enmity (will 
become) as though he was a 
bosom friend.”
Prayers for reconciliation were 
also offered by followers of 
other faiths, including Shayda 
Safapour of the Chicago Baha'i 
community, Reverend David A. 
Jones, Brahmachari Kriyanan-
da from the Kriya Vedanta 
Furukulam-Temple of Harmony, 
Dr. Hemlata Pokharna of the 
Jain Society of Metropolitan 
Chicago, Rabbi Michael Balin-
sky of the Chicago Board of 
Rabbis, Dr. Dr. Balwant Singh 
Hansra of the Sikh Religious 
Society, and Rohinton Rivetna 
of the Zoroastrian Association 
of Metropolitan Chicago.

Toward the end of the event, 
a litany of hope and coexis-
tence was recited by a group 
of young individuals from 
diverse backgrounds. Ahmad 
participated in this segment, 
where she said: "I believe that 
peoples everywhere can have 
three meals a day for their 
bodies, education and culture 

for their minds, and dignity, 
equality and freedom for their 
spirits."

Ahmad then joined the other 
participating youth and simul-
taneously recited the following 
passage: "By the goodness at 
work within people, I be-
lieve that brokenness can be 
healed. 'And the lion and the 
lamb shall lie down together, 
and everyone will sit under 
their own vine and fig tree, 
and none shall be afraid.'”

The spiritual event concluded 
with a hymn offered by a choir, 
which emphasized how every-

one present at the gathering 
was striving toward the same 
goal of uniting to offer prayers 
for peace for everyone in our 
country and anywhere in the 
world.

CIOGC is glad to have been a 
part of this gathering. CIOGC 
also expresses our apprecia-
tion to members of the Cath-
olic and Presbyterian commu-
nities who generously offered 
a cooler filled with chilled 
bottles of water to everyone in 
attendance. 

See photos from this event at 
www.flickr.com/ciogc♦

Faith leaders pray for world peace

CIOGC Executive Director Tabassum Haleem offers a prayer



SoundVision

While in the US Eid-
ul-Adha comes and 

goes without much notice, 
in some Muslim cultures, 
Eid-ul-Adha, is called Eid 
Kabeer or the bigger Eid, 
compared to Eid-ul-Fitr. Yet, 
the latter celebration gets 
more attention for many, 
perhaps because it follows 
a month of intense spiritual 
interaction through extra 
prayer and fasting, Rama-
dan. In contrast, Eid-ul-Ad-
ha springs up unexpectedly 
for many, and is then given 
less attention.

Eid-ul-Adha, in many ways 
is the bigger Eid. It is a 
three-day long celebration, 
four according to some, 
and commemorates the 
struggle of Prophet Abra-
ham, peace be upon him, 
and his family.

The broader connection 
with this great Prophet is 
significant because he and 
his son Ismail were the first 
to re-establish the Kaba, 
the House devoted to the 
worship of One God, a pillar 
of monotheism. Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, re-
formed Hajj as a commem-
oration and commitment to 
Prophet Ibrahim’s struggle 
for faith in One God for 
humanity.

Eid-ul-Adha also reflects 
the unity of all who come 
together through Hajj, 
which is performed in the 
same Islamic month, Dhul 
Hijjah, as this holiday. 
Over the centuries, Muslim 
pilgrims have shared their 
thoughts and recollections 
about this incredible jour-
ney of a lifetime, which is 
also a pillar of Islam. But 
when it comes to explaining 
how Hajj reflects unity in 
diversity, perhaps few said 
it as beautifully as Malcolm 
X in his l964 letter from 
Mecca:

"There were tens of thou-
sands of pilgrims, from all 
over the world. They were 
of all colors, from blue-eyed 
blondes to black-skinned 
Africans. But we were all 
participating in the same 
ritual, displaying a spirit of 
unity and brotherhood that 
my experiences in America 
had led me to believe never 
could exist between the 

white and the non-white.”

Today, living in a globalized 
culture, the significance of 
the kind of equality before 
God expressed through 
Hajj, as well as another 
symbol of Eid-ul-Adha, 
Prophet Abraham, cannot 
be underestimated. This 
Prophet is respected and 
honored by the three faiths 
that are described by their 
connection to him: the 
Abrahamic faiths of Juda-
ism, Christianity, and Islam.

Finally, Eid-ul-Adha is a 
testament to freedom and 
liberty. Rose Wilder Lane’s 
book Discovery of Free-
dom, which is considered a 
seminal work in the Ameri-
can libertarian movement, 
makes that clear. In it, she 
described three sources 
of freedom: the legacy of 
Prophet Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him; the life of Proph-
et Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and 
Islamic civilization, and 
the American Revolution. 
She emphasized that ideas 
propounding liberty built on 
those of the past, and that 
each was critical to the 
development of the subse-
quent one.

Her chapter on the Proph-
et Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, is 
nothing like a regular biog-
raphy. Although she made 
some small factual errors, 
her overall argument that 
Islamic civilization ad-
vanced the cause of free-
dom is very powerful.

So this Eid-ul-Adha, as you 
enjoy food, family, and 

fun, please also consider 
the deeper messages of 
monotheism, the unity of 
humanity, freedom, and the 
great Prophets Abraham 
and Muhammad, God’s 
peace and blessings be 
upon them, reflected in this 
great holiday.

Learn more about Eid ul-
Adha at www.soundvision.
com♦
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 Community Calendar

Islamic Society of  North America (ISNA): 
52nd Annual Convention

Friday, September 4, to Monday, September 7

Islamic Networks Group (ING): 
Muslim speaker and spokesperson training

Friday, September 4

HEART Women & Girls and CIOGC: Preventing 
sexual violence panel discussion

Saturday, September 5

American Muslim Health Professionals (AMHP): 
Fourth Muslim Health Forum

Saturday, September 5

Inner-City Muslim Action Network (IMAN): 
Campus Walking Tour with Imam Suhaib Webb

Sunday, September 6

Muslim American Society - 
Chicago (MAS-Chicago): Know Your Creed with 

Ustadh Omar Tawil
Sunday, September 13, and Sunday, September 20

Islamic Foundation Sunday School (IFSS): 
Reunion

Sunday, September 13

American Muslims for Palestine - 
Chicago (AMP-Chicago): A Poetry Night for Al 

Quds with Tamim Al Barghouti
Sunday, September 27

Muslim Youth of  Orland Park: 
Boys Jr. High Basketball

Saturday, September 19

For full event details visit www.ciogc.org. 
Member organizations can submit events to: events@ciogc.org
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Why Eid ul-Adha matters

Continued from page 1

The Chicago Police 
Department (CPD) has 
shot 400 people in the 
past eight years, but city 
officials have declared that 
only one of those shootings 
was unjustified. More 
recently, the Chicago Police 
Department and City Hall 
have come under scrutiny 
for detainment and acts 
of torture at the Homan 
Square police warehouse 
interrogation facility. 
Furthermore, Chicago has 
ranked at the top of the list 
for fatal police shootings in 
major U.S. cities. 

In earlier years, Jon Burge, 
a former Chicago Police 
Department detective 
and commander, gained 
notoriety for torturing more 
than 200 suspects between 
1972 and 1991 in order to 
force confessions. 

Statistics obtained by 
The Guardian through the 
Freedom of Information Act 
show that at least 3,500 
Americans have been 
detained inside Homan 
Square, the Chicago police 

warehouse described by 
some of its arrestees as 
a secretive interrogation 
facility.

The Guardian also notes 
that between September 
2004 and June 2015, 
around 3,540 people 
were eventually charged, 
mostly with forms of drug 
possession – primarily 
heroin, as well as 
marijuana and cocaine 
– but also for minor 
infractions such as traffic 
violations, public urination 
and driving without a 
seatbelt.

More than 82% of the 
Homan Square arrests thus 
far disclosed – or 2,974 
arrests – are of black 
people, while 8.5% are 
of white people. Chicago, 
according to the 2010 US 
census, is 33% black and 
32% white.

Over two-thirds of the 
arrests at Homan Square 
thus far revealed – at least 
2,522 – occurred under 
the tenure of Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, the former top 
aide to Barack Obama who 

has said of Homan Square 
that the police working 
under him “follow all the 
rules.”

The Civilian Police 
Accountability Council that 
CIOGC and community-
based organizations are 
supporting would be a 
democratically elected 
body that appoints 
the Superintendent 
of Police, rewrites the 
police rule book, provides 
increased transparency 
of all investigations and 
shootings, investigates 
allegations of police 
misconduct, and reduces 
bias and guarantees fair 
treatment of victims of 
police misconduct, among 
many other things.

Please join CIOGC and 
the Muslim community 
we continue to advocate 
to the City Council to 
enact legislation to create 
citizen's oversight over 
police brutality. 

Learn more about how you 
can support this effort at 
www.ciogc.org. ♦

CIOGC, Black Lives Matter demand police accountability
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For over 20 years, the Council has served as the premier federation of Islamic organizations 
in Illinois, the leading advocate of Muslim community interests, and a catalyst for enriching 
American society. The Council unites over 60 diverse Islamic organizations, collectively serving and 
representing over 400,000 Muslims across the state. Learn more at www.ciogc.org.
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By Joohi Tahir

Sure enough, they start 
to stare. Even more 

than the children, it’s the 
adults who are staring. 
Sadly, this is a typical 
reaction to individuals with 
disabilities who “dare” to 
enter our mosques. It’s not 
that they’ve never seen a 
person with special needs 
individual before — they 
surely have. It’s that fear, 
that uncertainty, of what to 
say, what to do with them.

This is the reality that so 
many special needs fam-
ilies have experienced 
themselves or have heard 
about, causing the major-
ity to stay away. Isn’t the 
mosque meant to be the 
center of the community, or 
so it was hundreds of years 
ago? A meeting place, a 
place for connecting and 
making friends and well 
as for worshipping. Today 
in America, Muslims with 
special needs and their 
families find themselves 
much farther away from 
this notion and plagued 
with a feeling of alienation, 
loneliness and despair.

Our families with “special” 
loved ones deserve to 
have access to faith, we all 
do — but especially these 
precious “People of Jan-
nah,” who pure and many 
sinless, unaccountable, 
as once described by one 
of our scholars. (Sh. Omar 
Suleiman). Why should oth-
ers judge the way disabled 
individuals worship? Why 
should their faith be made 
to feel insignificant? They 
should be welcomed with a 
smile, a greeting of salaam 

(peace) and made to feel 
comfortable.

Why does it matter? Be-
cause families are suffering 
and individuals with special 
needs are not getting the 
support they should. As 
a mother of three daugh-
ters, one of whom is on the 
autism spectrum and is 
non-verbal, displaying many 
outward characteristics of 
the disorder, our family is 
unable to enjoy family time 
at the mosque. What if she 
acts out? Makes loud vocal-
izations or gets hyper and 
runs around? Why don’t the 
other kids/youth volunteers 
want to help out with her? 
How will we concentrate on 
our salat (prayers)? What 
about a community dinner 
or fundraiser? Where will 
she sit? Who will watch out 
for her? These events are 
all off our radar, making 
us unMosqued to a great 
degree.

Why Special Needs Fami-
lies Become UnMosqued
I realized quite recent-
ly, when trying to form a 
parent support group in my 
area for parents of special 
needs kids, that most of 
them did not strive to be 
a part of the masjid. Each 
of them had had an un-
pleasant experience in the 
past and was not made to 
feel welcome. Therefore, 
they never returned. They 
simply had no place for 
the mosque in their lives, 
and an ideal mosque didn’t 
exist.

My unpleasant experience 
took place when my daugh-
ter was eight years old. We 
took her to a hajj program 

that other children had 
put together. That evening, 
another mother who sat 
nearby keenly observed my 
daughter, and her reac-
tion to my sweet, smiling, 
peaceful child was to move 
her daughter away — as 
if to move her from harm, 
from something contagious 
she would catch. Is this Is-
lam folks? And, if these are 
our adults, what hope do 
we have for their kids?

After that experience, my 
daughter, who is now 14, 
hardly returned to the com-
munity mosque.
Is awareness the answer? 
Yes, in part along with a 
great deal of education 
about what our faith teach-
es us about inclusion, 
kindness and these special 
beloved individuals to God. 
More than ever, we should 
study other faiths and how 
they are embracing this 
population with special ser-
vices and caretakers and 
respite help in their hous-
es of worship and Sunday 
Schools.

There are many good ideas 
passed around, but in my 
experience, they are not 
implemented. Many are 
well-intended, but disability 
inclusion is not taken seri-
ously and is not a priority 
in our mosques today. All 
it takes is dedication and 
love. 

Planting the Seeds
With this in mind, I am 
proud to be part of a 

new organization called 
MUHSEN (Muslims United 
for Handicap and Special 
Education Needs), found-
ed by Sh. Omar Suleiman, 
scholar, director and in-
structor from Dallas, Tex-
as. (ILF Texas, Al-Maghrib) 
Sh. Omar has a vision and 
passion for the way model 
mosques should be — a 
welcoming “special friend-
ly” place.

If an individual is affected 
by a disability, whether 
emotional, physical or neu-
rological, the challenges 
and difficulties are felt first 
by them, and then all those 
around them — family, sib-
lings, friends and the com-
munity at large. This plat-
form will, insha’Allah, help 
to include all these people 
and reMosque them.

MUHSEN will strive to 
advocate, educate, train 
and implement programs 
and services nationwide to 
improve access to mosques 
for these individuals as 
well as acceptance and 
inclusion by the commu-
nity in all aspects of their 
daily lives. Implementation 
is needed, not just aware-
ness.

MUHSEN will work to lead 
in creating a better un-
derstanding of disabilities 
in our communities and 
building a better future for 
individuals with special 
needs — where they are 
welcome, all their needs 
are addressed and they are 

accepted by all. Individuals 
with disabilities are grow-
ing in numbers, and we are 
in denial if we believe that 
it does not affect us. Child-
hood disorders and illness-
es are at an all-time high, 
affecting millions, Muslims 
included.

MUHSEN plans to develop 
programs to train youth 
to become peer buddies, 
closed captioning displays 
for the hearing impaired, 
“quiet” rooms for sensory 
issues and counseling and 
support groups by trained 
professionals. We hope 
to see a day when we can 
even have job training and 
our dear family members 
can be hired within the 
community as working con-
tributing members of our 
society.

Down the road, residen-
tial facilities caring for the 
“Muslim” specific needs, 
including halal foods and 
environments, will be key 
as the Muslim special 
needs population ages. 
To learn more or to volun-
teer, contact us at info@
MUHSEN.org or visit www.
facebook.com/MUHSE-
NOrg/ for more informa-
tion. 

Joohi Tahir is the executive 
director of MUHSEN and 
a vice president at Cres-
cent Foods. The founder 
of MUHSEN is Sh. Omar 
Suleiman.♦

MUHSEN and reMosque-ing 
individuals and families with 
special needs

Inner-City Muslim Action 
Network

Each Ramadan, IMAN orga-
nizes the Refresh the ‘Hood 
Challenge at select Muslim 
Run corner stores. Refresh 
the ‘Hood is a collaboration 
between M.U.R.A.L (former-

ly the Lupe Fiasco Foun-
dation) and IMAN, which 
supplies corner stores with 
subsidized produce to sell 
at a discounted rate. Four 
stores received a weekly 
supply of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Throughout 
the month, IMAN leaders 

engaged residents through 
basic wellness outreach 
and education at the cor-
ner stores. Free fresh fruit 
smoothies were provided by 
our partners at Al Bawadi 
Grill.
 
This year, IMAN deepened 
the Refresh the ‘Hood 
effort with cooking demon-
strations and by installing 
new display baskets for 

affordable produce in the 
corner stores. Nutritionists 
from UIC’s Chicago Partner-
ship for Health Promotion 
demonstrated simple reci-
pes only using ingredients 
found inside the corner 
stores, while educating 
attendees about the health 
benefits of those foods.

Refresh the ‘Hood contin-
ues to serve as a powerful 

example of the impact 
health and wellness ed-
ucation can have at cor-
ner stores. Thanks to our 
cosponsor, M.U.R.A.L.; our 
partners at UIC, Al Bawadi 
Grill and EverThrive Illinois; 
and the many IMAN leaders 
who all helped make this 
year’s Refresh the ‘Hood 
Challenge a success. Learn 
more at www.imancentral.
org♦

IMAN leaders and residents 
help ‘Refresh The Hood’
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YOUTH

Masjid Al-Farooq’s young sisters program focuses on good companionship and 
strengthening education. www.mafchicago.com

Arab American Family Services is partnering with Big Brothers Big Sisters to provide 1 
on 1 mentorship for youth ages 9-12 years. www.arabamericanfamilyservices.org

 Islamic Center of Naperville’s youth program, ICNYouth, hosted two trips to Six Flags 
Great America in August 2015. www.facebook.com/ICNYouth

Masjid Al-Taqwa on Chicago’s southeast side formed Sun Theater Productions, giving 
youth the skills of articulate communication and instilling confidence in them through 

dramatic presentation/oratory. www.masjid-altaqwa.org

 High School Youth Core, an exciting program for Muslim high school students and a 
project of Islamic Foundation North, is currently in its 8th year, and registration for the 

2015-2016 school year is now open. www.hyscore.com
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By Gihad Ali, CIOGC Youth 
Programs Director

On October 10, 2015, 
a dynamic gathering of 
young Muslims from all 
across Chicagoland will 
take place at the University 
of Illinois-Chicago in what 
will be the CIOGC’s first 
Muslim Youth Expo. With a 
focus on high school and 
college-aged youth, this 
expo promises to showcase 
a broad array of organiza-
tions, resources and tal-
ents. All groups, clubs, stu-
dent associations, schools 
and other institutions that 
work with Muslim youth are 
invited to participate.

The talents of our young 
people will also be spot-
lighted, giving them the 
opportunity to display 
and sell their artistic 
creations—items ranging 
from canvas-based art and 
homemade pens to cus-
tom-made doll clothing and 
henna designs. A line-up of 
great performances is also 
in the works, along with 

several breakout sessions, 
with topics like “Muslims 
in Hip Hop” and “The Art 
of Calligraphy.” One panel, 
titled “Calling All Causes,” 
will offer a glimpse into 
Muslim youth organizing 
efforts on various issues 
from Palestine and BDS 
to #BlackLivesMatter and 
police brutality. Another 
session will be a forum on 
what pushes youth away 
from the community - an 
opportunity to listen to 
voices that are often dis-
missed, and an attempt 
to bridge gaps between 
community leadership and 
young people.

Built into the expo will be 
a hijab trade show, where 
participants can barter 
for or swap gently-used 
scarves and hijab acces-
sories. Attendees will also 
find a career fair, where 
students can meet with 
and discuss career paths 
with young Muslim profes-
sionals from a variety of 
fields. Universities will also 
be on site to offer informa-

tion about enrollment and 
campus life.

This expo is an opportuni-
ty for young Muslims from 
all across Chicago and 
its suburbs to meet other 
youth, to discuss issues 
and challenges that they 
face, to have fun in a safe 
social, cultural, and polit-
ical space, and to be part 
of the first-ever event of its 
kind in Illinois. This event 
provides the perfect time 
to get involved with groups 
and causes that are import-
ant to young people.

Above all, this expo is an 
opportunity to connect with 
others, learn with others 
and share with others. We 
invite you to join us on 
10-10-15 at UIC for this 
exciting event. Admission 
is free, but attendees will 
need an e-ticket to enter. 
Register in advance at 
ciogc.org. For information 
on how to participate, 
volunteer, or be a vendor 
or sponsor, please contact 
youth@ciogc.org.♦

CIOGC’s first ever Greater Chicago Muslim 
Youth Expo



American Muslims for Pal-
estine

Extremist Jewish settlers
recently firebombed 

two Palestinian homes 
in the West Bank village 
of Duma, setting them 
ablaze and burning to 
death 18-month Ali Saad 
Dawabsha. Four others 
were injured. The attackers 
spray-painted “Revenge” 
next to the Star of David 
in the apparent ‘price tag’ 

attack, terrorist actions 
aimed mainly at Palestin-
ians to ‘exact a price’ for 
actions against the settle-
ment movement.

The American Muslims for 
Palestine (AMP), a national 
education and advocacy 
organization, roundly de-
nounces this calculated act 
of violence perpetrated by 
Zionist Jews living illegally 
on Palestinian land. AMP’s 
sincerely condolences 

and prayers go out to the 
families affected by this 
terrible tragedy, especially 
the family of infant Ali Saad 
Dawabsha.

AMP also is concerned 
about the lack of response 
from the White House and 
State Department, which 
so far have been silent 
on the incident. In No-
vember 2014, President 
Barack Obama “strongly 
condemned” the killing 
of Jewish worshipers in a 
synagogue near Jerusa-
lem, saying in a statement, 
“There can be no justifi-
cation for attacks against 
innocent civilians.”
It is an undeniable fact 
that all people deserve to 
live in peace and security 
and violent actions against 
a civilian population are 
reprehensible. But AMP 
asserts that Palestinian 
lives matter and calls upon 
President Obama and Sec-

retary of State John Kerry 
to condemn this horrible 
crime and demand Israel 
apprehend the attackers 
and hold them account-
able.

The European Union has 
condemned the attack, 
saying in a statement: 
“The cold-blooded killing 
of Palestinian toddler Ali 
Daobasa [sic], presumably 
by extremist settlers, is 
a tragic reminder of the 
dramatic situation in the 
region that highlights the 
urgent need for a political 
solution of the Palestin-
ian-Israeli conflict.”

If the United States hopes 
to be taken seriously as 
a broker for Middle East 
peace, it must prove that 
we value Palestinian lives 
as we do Israeli. The price 
tag attacks are part of 
the ongoing effort to dis-
place Palestinians from 
their homes and villages. 
Mosques, churches, homes, 
orchards and fields are rou-
tinely attacked, burned and 
pillaged. Between 2006 

and 2013, settler attacks 
against Palestinians have 
increased fourfold, accord-
ing to the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs. 
Since 2004, there are have 
been more than 11,000 
price tag attacks, though a 
large number go unreport-
ed, according to published 
reports. And most of these 
crimes go unpunished. Is-
raeli law NGO Yesh Din said 
that of the thousands of 
attacks between 2004 and 
2011, indictments were 
handed down in just 7.4 
percent of cases, and the 
vast majority of cases are 
closed without charges.
AMP calls upon President 
Obama and Secretary Kerry 
to send a strong message 
to Israel that settlements 
are illegal under interna-
tional and US policies and 
settler violence against 
Palestinians will not be 
tolerated.

Learn more about how you 
can take action at www.
ampalestine.org.♦

By Laura McAdams

Back-to-school season is
approaching and while 

many parents are preparing 
themselves for their chil-
dren’s first day of school, 
only about a third of all 
four and five year olds in 
Gaza will be enrolled in 
preschool in the fall.

The preschools that are 
available to children in 
Gaza are overcrowded and 
expensive: There are only 
four public, no-fee pre-
schools in all of the West 
Bank and Gaza. Moreover, 
the quality of education 
children receive at these 
schools is reportedly poor. 
During school hours chil-
dren have neither the 
opportunities or materials 
to be creative. They don’t 
even have places to play 
and be active.

This is particularly dis-
tressing because decades 
of research has proven 
the importance of early 
childhood education to a 
person’s mental, emotional 
and social development. 
Specifically, children who 
receive high quality early 
childhood education and 

care engage in more varied 
exploration and play, are 
able to develop healthy 
attachments to their peers 
and adults, and score high-
er on measures of cognitive 
ability and language devel-
opment. These effects can 
last through the course of 
later schooling years.

In line with the globally 
recognized principles of 
child protection, develop-
ment and human rights, 
these benefits should be 
accessible to all children 
in Palestine. To help build 
a successful future for 
Gaza’s youngest children, 
Islamic Relief USA is work-
ing with American Near 
East Refugee Aid (ANERA) 
to improve the quality 
of early childhood care 
through making classrooms 
and playgrounds more 
interactive and child friend-
ly, developing teachers’ 
expertise in child-centered 
learning approaches and 
raising awareness of the 
benefits of early reading 
and interactive play among 
parents and other caregiv-
ers of young children.

Ghassan Kanafani, a pre-
school named after the re-

nowned Palestinian writer, 
is one of the ten schools 
we are working to improve. 
Windows don’t let in light 
and are in need of repair. 
The small, dark classrooms 
are overcrowded and its 
walls are crumbling in ar-
eas. There are no toilets for 
children.

Last year, the school taught 
around 120 preschoolers, 
and is expected to grow in 
numbers this year.

Under the IRUSA and 
ANERA project, the small 
classrooms will be expand-
ed and equipped with new 
furniture and fixtures, 
windows will be widened 
to let in more natural light, 
bathrooms and water foun-

tains will be installed, walls 
will be patched and new 
playground equipment will 
be installed.

The hope is that the next 
generation of children will 
have a better, well-rounded 
educational experience in 
their early children than 
was available before in 
Gaza.

In addition to the infra-
structure improvements, 
teachers at Ghassan 
Kanafani preschool will 
undertake intensive train-
ing during the school year, 
learning more about tech-
niques for promoting active 
learning, enforcing good 
behavior while weaning 
the bad through positive 

discipline, and recognizing 
common childhood health 
issues like anemia. To en-
sure teachers receive the 
support they need, one-on-
one mentoring will be pro-
vided throughout the year.
Check back here for ongo-
ing updates on Ghassan 
Kanafani preschool and its 
teachers and students.

See ANERA’s report “Early 
Childhood Development in 
the West Bank and Gaza” 
at www.anera.org and learn 
more about how you can 
help the children of Gaza at 
www.irusa.org.

Laura McAdams is 
International Programs 
Coordinator at Islamic 
Relief USA.♦

AMP condemns burning death of Ali Dawabsha 
and calls on US to hold Israel accountable

Getting Gaza’s children off to a 
“right start” at school this year
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Ever since the outbreak
of the conflict in Syria, 

Zakat Foundation of Amer-
ica (ZF) has closely moni-
tored the growing refugee 
crisis in the region. Accord-
ing to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Ninette 
Kelley, “It’s the largest 
humanarian tragedy of our 
time.” As The Guardian 
reports, the conflict has re-
sulted in 9 million refugees 
with over 3 million escap-
ing into bordering Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Turkey.

The refugee crisis has 
severely impacted the role 
of education in Syria. In 
the pre-war country, nearly 
every child had access to 
education, whereas now 
enrollment has dropped to 
50%, according to a report 
published by the Save the 
Children organization. In 
major cities like Aleppo, 
enrollment is only at 
a mere 6%. At least a 
quarter of educational 
facilities within Syria have 
sustained damage, some 
being transformed for 
military purposes or used 
as a means of shelter by 

displaced families.

In the aftermath of this 
dire refugee situation, ZF 
has specifically addressed 
the issue of education. ZF 
responded with several 
initiatives to fill the void 
of educational facilities 
for refugee youth focusing 
on providing education 
not only for intellectual 
growth, but for psycholog-
ical well-being, livelihood, 
and development. Many of 
these operations have been 
centered in Gaziantep, a 
relatively stable border 
town in Turkey, to serve 
those seeking refuge from 
the turmoil in Syria.

The establishment of the 
first school in Gaziantep 
was a collaborative effort 
with the Turkish Ministry of 
Education and Syrian Min-
istry of Education. Since 
then, another 32 Turkish 
schools have opened their 
doors to Syrian children. ZF 
is supporting the education 
of 5,800 Syrian refugee 
children in Gaziantep, also 
providing teacher salaries, 
school supplies, and uni-
forms for students.

ZF’s efforts towards sup-
porting education for 
Syrian children has caught 
the attention of the U.S. 
Ambassador to Turkey, Mr. 
John R. Bass. Mr. Bass 
visited the ZF-sponsored 
schools in Gaziantep earlier 
this summer with his wife, 
U.S. diplomat Holly Holzer 
Bass, and applauded the 
charitable efforts of ZF. The 
visit was covered by Syrian 
news outlet Halab Today 
and Mr. Bass provided his 
thoughts about ZF’s efforts 
in a blog post on the U.S. 
Department of State Offi-
cial Blog.

ZF has provided distribu-
tions of school supplies to 
various educational facili-
ties in Gaziantep to serve 
nearly 3,000 students in 
Turkey - and another 1,500 
inside Syria. Aside from a 
full-time support program, 
ZF also contributes to the 
salary of over 60 teachers. 
These materials were huge-
ly popular with the children 
to such an extent that 
there was a high demand 
to have similar materials 
for the following semesters, 
a request which ZF accom-
modated.   

ZF is sponsoring educa-
tion for not only the Syrian 
refugees in Gaziantep, but 
also those displaced from 
their homes who are still 
within Syria. In 2015, ZF 
provided support to the 
academic needs of 729 
students in Qah refugee 
school in Idlib, Syria. The 
purpose of this project 
is not only to establish a 
rigorous daily academic 
program, but also create 
after-school programs that 
offer alternatives for chil-
dren from their unfortunate 
reality. Another aspect is 
these schools also seek 
to provide psychological 

counseling, intervention, 
and treatment to students 
and families alike. And the 
efforts are far from over 
as ZF has been working 
with the Syrian Education 
Board to build another four 
schools within Syria.

The current humanitarian 
crisis has created a “lost 
generation” of Syrian youth 
displaced by the carnage 
of the war who may need 
support for years to come. 

Learn more about how you 
can join ZF in improving 
the lives of Syrian refugee 
children through education 
at www.zakat.org.♦

Saving Syria’s Lost Generation

The Amana Mutual Funds and Saturna 
Capital can help you achieve your fi nancial 
objectives.  We offer a variety of accounts 
to fi t your investing needs:

• Individual Retirement Accounts

• Employer Plans (401(k), SEP, SIMPLE)

• Health Savings Accounts

• Education Savings Accounts

Visit our website or call a representative to get started today. 

1-888-732-6262
www.amanafunds.com

What are 
your fi nancial 
goals?

Please consider an investment’s 
objectives, risks, charges, and 
expenses carefully before 
investing.  To obtain this and 
other important information 
about the Amana Funds in a 
current prospectus or summary 
prospectuses, please visit 
www.amanafunds.com or 
call toll free 1-888-732-6262.  
Please read the prospectus 
or summary prospectuses 
carefully before investing.

Investing involves risk, including 
the risk that you may lose money.  
The Amana Mutual Funds invest 
according to Islamic principles.  
This limits opportunities and may 
increase risk. 

The Amana Funds are distributed 
by Saturna  Brokerage Services, 
member FINRA / SIPC.  Saturna 
Brokerage Services is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Saturna 
Capital Corporation, adviser to 
the Amana Funds. 
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D r. APJ Abdul Kalam,
former President of 

India, passed away at the 
age of 83 on July 27, 2015. 
Inna Lillahi wa Inna Ilaihi 
Raji'oon (To God we belong 
and to Him we return). The 
late Dr. Kalam’s personal 
traits of honesty and caring 
for the poor have set exam-
ples for all to follow.
As the head of state, Dr. 
Kalam used to receive cost-
ly gifts from many nations. 
Refusing the gift would 
become an insult to the na-
tion and an embarrassment 
for India. So, he received 
them and on his return, 
Dr. Kalam asked the gifts 
to be photographed and 
then catalogued and hand-
ed over to the archives. 
Afterwards, he never even 
looked at them. He did not 
take even a pencil from the 
gifts received when he left 
Rashtrapathi Bhavan.

In 2002, the year Dr. Kalam 
took over, the Ramadan 
month came in July-August. 
It was a regular practice 
for the president to host 
an iftar party. Dr. Kalam 

asked Mr. Madhavan Nair 
why he should host a party 
to people who are already 
well fed and asked him to 
find out how much would 
be the cost. Mr. Nair told it 
costs around Rs. 22 lakhs. 
Dr. Kalam asked him to 
donate that amount to a 
few selected orphanages in 
the form of food, dresses 
and blankets. The selec-
tion of orphanages was left 
to a team in Rashtrapathi 
Bhavan and Dr. Kalam 
had no role in it. After the 
selection was made, Dr. 
Kalam asked Mr. Nair to 
come inside his room and 
gave him a cheque for Rs 
1 lakh. He said that he is 
giving some amount from 
his personal savings and 
this should not be informed 
to anyone. Mr. Nair was so 
shocked that he said "sir, 
I will go outside and tell 
everyone . People should 
know that here is a man 
who not only donated what 
he should have spent but 
he is giving his own money 
also." Dr. Kalam though he 
was a devout Muslim did 
not have Iftar parties in the 

years in which he was the 
President.

Dr. Kalam did not like "yes 
sir" type of people. Once 
when the Chief Justice of 
India had come and on 
some point Dr Kalam ex-
pressed his view and asked 
Mr. Nair, "Do you agree?"/ 
Mr. Nair said "No sir, i do 
not agree with you". The 
Chief Justice was shocked 
and could not believe his 
ears. It was impossible for 
a civil servant to disagree 
with the president and 
that too so openly. Mr. Nair 
told him that the President 
would question him after-
wards why he disagreed 
and if the reason was log-
ical 99% he would change 
his mind.

Dr. Kalam invited 50 of his 
relatives to come to Delhi 
and they all stayed in Rash-
trapathi Bhavan. He organ-
ised a bus for them to go 
around the city which was 
paid for by him. No official 
car was used. All their stay 
and food was calculated as 
per the instructions of Dr. 

Kalam and the bill came 
to Rs 2 lakhs which he 
paid. In the history of this 
country no one has done 
it. Now, wait for the climax, 
Dr. Kalam's elder brother 
stayed with him in his room 
for the entire one week as 
Dr. Kalam wanted his broth-
er to stay with him. When 
they left, Dr. Kalam wanted 
to pay rent for that room 
also. Imagine a President 
of country paying rent for 
the room in which he is 
staying. This was any way 
not agreed by the staff who 
thought the honesty was 
getting too much to handle!

When Dr. Kalam was to 
leave Rashtrapathi Bhavan 
at the end of the tenure, 

every staff member went 
and met him and paid their 
respects. Mr. Nair went 
to him alone as his wife 
had fractured her leg and 
was bed ridden. Dr. Kalam 
asked why his wife did not 
come. He replied that she 
was in bed due to an acci-
dent. next day, Mr. Nair saw 
lot of police men around 
his house and asked what 
had happened. They said 
that the President of India 
was coming to visit him in 
his house. He came and 
met his wife and chatted 
for some time. Mr. Nair 
says that no president of 
any country would visit a 
civil servant's house and 
that too on such a simple 
pretext.♦

India’s former president Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 
sets an example for honesty
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Ephraim Bahar 
Cultural Center

The United Commu-
nities Walk for Moral 
Excellence Parade 
has been calling for a 
change for the better-
ment of community 
life for our neighbor-
hoods for 21 years. 
People are beginning 
to respond more and 
more to this call for 
moral excellence. 

The Ephraim Bahar 
Cultural Center was 
joined by other com-
munity leaders and 
religious organiza-
tions, and this year 
saw more people 
come to help for their 
2015 walk on August 
22. The walk began
at 69th Street and 
Western Avenue, and 

went to Western to 
71st Street; then West 
to Marquette Park.

Their purpose is to call 
attention to the im-
portance of improving 
the moral conscious-
ness of our communi-
ties. The event calls 
upon all communities 
to work together to 
eliminate vulgari-
ty and crime in our 
neighborhoods. The 
organizers believe in 
“proactive” action to 
change the “thinking” 
of those committing 
crime, violence, and 
vulgarity rather than 
a “reactive” response 
to violence after the 
crime has been com-
mitted. The Chicago 
Police Department 
has been walking with 
the Ephraim Bahar 

Cultural Center and 
have been giving their 
support of this wor-
thy cause for several 
years, and they have 
been joined by people 
of like-minds among 
clergy, churches, and 
community leaders.

We hear everyday 
about shootings in-
volving our youth and 
the loss of precious 
young lives, and the 
killing of the innocent 
while going to work, 
to school, or at play. 
This call for a change 
is needed more than 
ever.

At the end of the pa-
rade, food was served, 
games for the children 
were made available, 
and free school sup-
plies were given away 
to the children in Mar-
quette Park. An acro-
batics team as well as 
the South Shore Drill 
Team also performed 
for the event-goers. 
Learn more about the 
annual walk and the 
Ephraim Bahar Cul-
tural Center at www.
ebaharcenter.com.♦

Communities come together for call 
for moral excellence

By Sara Elmekkawy

We usually do not 
know what is going to 
happen to us in the 
future. However, we 
are always worried 
about it and how it 
will affect our lives. 
We wonder, is it bad 
or good? Oftentimes, 
events do happen that 
change the direction 
of your life, and they 
can be both bad and 
good.

I used to live in the 
moment, not thinking 
about my future. That 
is, until something 
happened in my 
country that changed 
my perspective and 
my life completely. I 
was in Egypt before 
and during the Rabaa 
massacre. I witnessed 
pure oppression that 
lived in a country 
where a person’s voice 
already meant nothing. 

In the blink of an eye, 
the sound of laughter 
in the air shifted to 
the sound of bullets 
fired from the guns 
of the military. The 
color of the ground 
turned red. My friends, 
instead of planning 
for their weddings, 
began planning for 
the funerals of their 
beloved ones. Instead 
of thinking about 
their future, they 
were thinking about 
whether they were 
going to see their 
family again or not.

What I witnessed 
at Rabaa shattered 
me into little pieces, 
but I learned how to 
collect those pieces 
again. I learned how 
to be stronger and 
more determined. The 
train of pain hit me, 
but it also moved me 
further forward. I was 
hurt from seeing all 

the blood and dead 
bodies on the streets, 
but somehow, that 
made me strive to be a 
better person.

Somehow, it made 
me realize that death 
doesn’t knock on your 
door, but rather, it 
can hit us at anytime. 
I learned that the 
world does not revolve 
around me, and that 
there are plenty of 
Muslims suffering out 
there that need our 
attention. I realized 
that attachments 
are not only linked 
to people, but also 
to happy moments. 
The Rabaa massacre 
made me realize that 
everything in this life 
is temporary.

To learn how you can 
act to defend human 
rights and democracy 
in Egypt, visit www.
rabaastory.net.♦

Realizations after the Rabaa 
massacre from a youth perspective

For more information contact CIOGC
312-506-0070 or info@ciogc.org
www.ciogc.org

Open
Mosque
Day

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 4

across
Chicagoland!

• Families welcome
• Q & A
• Discussion
• Mosque Tours

• Live prayers
• Presentations
• Food
• Refreshments
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